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The Return of Christ 
(Thematic End of Each Chapter) 
Ch.1 -   Waiting for His Coming 
Ch.2 - Reward at His Coming 
Ch.3 - Comfort at His Coming 
Ch.4 - Reunion at His Coming 
Ch.5 - Complete at His Coming

1Thessalonians: A Model Church

Paul, writing out of intense concern for a young church in a hostile environment, affirmed them and encouraged them by explaining his desire  
to see them after he had been run out of town soon after the church started and clarifying details concerning  

the return of the Lord as a way of admonishing them to continue to press on to maturity by growing more and more  
in their energetic work of faith, arduous labor of love and patient endurance of hope.
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Affirmation Encouragement Challenge

Thessalonica 
1.The most prominent city of 

Macedonia with perhaps up to 
200,000 in the metroplex. 

2.A city of Greek culture but Roman 
loyalty. Many retired military and 
government officials retired there. 

3.Located on a major north/south 
trade route, with an excellent 
harbor and access to the Aegean. 

The Church Plant 
(Acts 17:1-9) 

1.Paul started the church in a 
synagogue on his second 
missionary journey. 

2.The church started with the 
proclamation of Jesus' death and 
resurrection and declaration that, 
"Jesus is the Christ." 

3. Initial converts are Jewish, 
Gentiles, & prominent women. 

4.Some jealous Jews leaders started 
a riot and ran Paul out of town 
after a short season of ministry. 

5.Paul & Silas escape in the middle 
of the night to Berea (17:10). 

6.Thessalonian Jews pursue him to 
Berea and stir up the city (17:13). 

7.Timothy is sent to encourage the 
church (3:2) and brings back a 
good report about them (3:6).

M
ai

n 
Id

ea
: L

ive
 li

ve
s 

wo
rth

y 
of

 G
od

! (
2:

10
-1

2)

Pa
ul

’s
 R

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

wi
th

 th
e 

Th
es

sa
lo

ni
an

s 
Ch

ur
ch

 
Pa

ul
’s

 D
ef

en
se

 o
f H

is 
A

po
st

le
sh

ip
 a

nd
 M

in
ist

ry
 (2

:1
-1

2)
 

Pa
ul

 c
am

e 
in

 s
pi

te
 o

f o
pp

os
iti

on
 a

nd
 p

er
se

cu
tio

n 
(2

:1
-2

). 
Pa

ul
’s

 m
ot

ive
s 

we
re

 p
ur

e 
an

d 
go

dl
y 

(2
:3

-4
). 

Pa
ul

’s
 m

et
ho

ds
 w

er
e 

st
ra

ig
ht

fo
rw

ar
d 

an
d 

lik
e 

a 
ge

nt
le

 m
ot

he
r (

2:
5-

9)
. 

Pa
ul

’s
 ta

ct
ic

s 
we

re
 p

ur
po

se
fu

l l
ike

 a
 c

ar
in

g 
fa

th
er

 (2
:1

0-
12

). 

Pa
ul

’s
 T

ha
nk

sg
ivi

ng
 fo

r t
he

ir 
Re

ce
pt

io
n 

of
 th

e 
G

os
pe

l (
2:

13
-1

6)
 

Th
ey

 re
ce

ive
d 

th
e 

go
sp

el
 m

es
sa

ge
 fr

om
 G

od
 (2

:1
3-

14
a)

. 
Th

ey
 e

nd
ur

ed
 p

er
se

cu
tio

n 
fro

m
 o

th
er

s 
(2

:1
4b

-1
6)

. 
Pa

ul
’s

 P
la

ns
 to

 V
isi

t t
he

 T
he

ss
al

on
ia

ns
 (2

:1
7-

3:
13

) 
H

in
dr

an
ce

: T
he

 D
es

ire
 o

f P
au

l a
nd

 O
pp

os
iti

on
 o

f S
at

an
 (2

:1
7-

20
) 

Co
nc

er
n:

 T
he

 V
isi

t o
f T

im
ot

hy
 (3

:1
-5

) 
Re

po
rt:

 T
im

ot
hy

’s
 R

ep
or

t o
n 

th
ei

r S
tro

ng
 F

ai
th

 (3
:6

-1
0)

 
Bl

es
sin

g:
 G

ro
wi

ng
 L

ov
e 

an
d 

D
ee

pe
ni

ng
 H

op
e 

(3
:1

1-
13

)


