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The following is a summary of the Chronology of the Post-exilic period  
during which Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi Prophesied. 

Historical Context of The Post-Exilic Prophets

Cyrus’ decree to return 

First Return under Zerubbabel 
(49,897 returnees Leave Babylon for Israel) 

Temple Reconstruction Started 

Haggai & Zechariah Preach 
Temple Completed 

Esther is Queen 

Second Return under Ezra 
(5,000 returnees) 

Third Return under Nehemiah 
(49,942 arrive to reside in Jerusalem) 

Rebuilding the Walls in 52 days 

Malachi Preaches

Event
538 B.C. 

538 B.C. 

536 B.C. 

520-518 B.C. 

515 B.C. 

479 B.C. 

458 B.C. 

444 B.C. 

444 B.C. 

430 B.C.

Ezra 1:1-4 

Ezra 2 

Ezra 3-4 

Ezra 5:1-2 

Ezra 5-6 

Esther 1-10 

Ezra 7-10 

Nehemiah 1-2 

Nehemiah 3-7 

Malachi

C h r o n o l o g y

57 Years 12 Years

Haggai  
Zechariah Esther

538 515 458 456 444 432

Malachi

Date reference

Zerubbabel 
(Temple)

Ezra 
(Reform)

Nehemiah 
(Walls)

Silence 
(400 Years)

Captivity 
(70 Years)


