
Zephaniah described the coming "Day of the LORD" as a time of intense judgment by the sovereign LORD on Judah and the nations  
followed by a time of restoration and worship in order to lead Judah to repent and to encourage the remnant to rejoice  

that the judgment of there LORD leads to salvation and entrance into the kingdom.

1:1             3:20

Ken Wilson 2023

The Day of the LORDZephaniah 

2:3 2:4 3:8 3:9

T
he

 W
or

d 
of

 th
e 

L
O

R
D

 to
 Z

ep
ha

ni
ah

   (
1:
1)

 
•G

en
ea

lo
gy

: C
us

hi
, G

ed
al

ia
h,

 A
m

ar
ia

h 
H

ez
ek

ia
h 
(1

:1
a)

   
 

• C
on

te
xt

: T
he

 R
ei

gn
 o

f J
os

ia
h 
- 6
40

 B
C

 - 
60
9 

BC
 (1

:1
b)

T
he

 D
ay

 o
f t

he
 L

O
R

D
  

w
ill

 b
ri

ng
 ju

dg
m

en
t o

n 
th

e 
N

at
io

ns
 (2

:4
-3

:8
) 

W
est

: J
ud

gm
en

t o
n 

Ph
ili

st
ia

 (2
:4
-7
) 

Ea
st:

 Ju
dg

m
en

t o
n 

M
oa

b 
an

d 
A

m
m

on
 (2

:8
-1
1)

 

So
ut

h:
 Ju

dg
m

nt
 o

n 
C

us
h 
(2

:1
2)

 

N
or

th
: J

ud
gm

en
t o

n 
A

ss
yr

ia
 (2

:1
3-
15
) 

C
ul

m
in

at
in

g W
oe

 o
n 

Je
ru

sa
le

m
 (3

:1
-7
) 

Ex
ho

rt
at

io
n:

 T
ru

st 
th

e L
O

R
D

 w
hi

le 
yo

u s
til

l c
an

. (
3:
8)

1:2             

T
he

 M
es

si
ah

 w
ill

 D
el

iv
er

 th
e 

P
eo

pl
e 
(3

:1
4-
20
) 

Ru
ler

: A
 P

sa
lm

 o
f J

oy
 fo

r t
he

 C
om

in
g 

K
in

g.
 (3

:1
4-
17
) 

•C
om

m
an

d 
to

 R
ej

oi
ce

 (3
:1
4)

  •
 M

es
sia

h 
is 

Pr
es

en
t (
3:
15
)  

 
• M

es
sia

h 
w

ill
 sa

ve
 (3

:1
6-
17
) 

Re
de

m
pt

io
n:

 T
he

 P
ro

m
ise

 o
f t

he
 L

O
R

D
 to

 R
es

to
re

. (
3:
18
-2
0)

 
• N

o 
M

or
e 

Bu
rd

en
s (
3:
18
-1
9)

  •
 F

ul
l R

es
to

ra
tio

n 
(3

:2
0)

3:13 3:14
First Judgment Speech 

“I will judge Judah and Jerusalem.”

Judgment in the Day of the LORD

Remnant 
“Worshippers will come.”

Restorer 
“The Messiah will come.”
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Restoration in the Day of the LORD

Second Judgment Speech 
“I will judge Judah and the Nations.”

The term “day of the LORD" 
or "day" occurs 23 times  

in Zephaniah.

ca. 625 BC
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The Lord your God is with you,  
the Mighty Warrior who saves. 

He will take great delight in you;  
in his love he will no longer rebuke you,  
but will rejoice over you with singing. 

Zephaniah 3:17  


