
The	author	{perhaps	Ezra}	recorded	two	returns	from	Exile	to	the	promised	land	under	Sheshbazzar	&	Zerubbabel	and	then	under	
Ezra	as	the	Lord	guided	and	protected	them	and	gave	them	favor	in	the	eyes	of	international	rulers		

(first	the	rebuilding	of	the	temple	and	reestablishing	worship	under	Zerubbabal,	and	then	restoring	the	people	to	covenant	
faithfulness	under	Ezra)	fulfilling	the	sovereign	promise	of	the	LORD	so	that		the	remnant	of	returnees	(i.e.	the	readers)		

would	continue	in	temple	worship	and	be	careful	to	keep	the	covenant	in	the	midst	of	opposition	&	pain.
Ken Wilson 2023
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Ezra	Rebuilding	the	Temple	&	Reforming	the	Nation

Rebuilding		
the	Temple
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Ezra	the	Teacher	of	the	Law	
A	Priest	&	Teacher	of	the	Law	

Well	Versed	in	the	Law	of	Moses	
“The	Hand	of	the	LORD	was	on	Him.”

LEADERS	IN	THE	RECONSTRUCTION	
Jeshua:	The	Primary	Priest	
Zerubbabel:	The	Civil	Leader	

Haggai	&	Zechariah:	The	Prophets

Reforming		
the	Community
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538 BC

515 BC

458 BC536 BC

57	
Years		
Later

22	YEARS

PERSAIN RULERS 
Cyrus the Great            539-530 
Cambyses              530-522 
Darius I             522-486 
Xeres                  485-465 
Artaxeres I                       465-424 
Darius II                       424-404

1	YEAR

ab Archaeological evidence con!rms that the Persian period in the Holy 
Land was a comparatively impoverished one in terms of material cul-

ture. Later Aramaic documents from Elephantine in Upper Egypt illustrate the 
o"cial process of gaining permission to construct a Jewish place of worship 
and the opposition engendered by such a project.
Of the temple and its construction, little is known. Consequently, all art re-
constructions of it are tentative. Among the few contemporary buildings, the 
Persian palace at Lachish and the Tobiad monument at Iraq al-Amir may be 
compared in terms of technique.
Unlike the more famous structures razed in 586 BC and AD 70, the temple be-
gun by Zerubbabel su#ered no major hostile destruction, but was gradually re-
paired and reconstructed over a long period of time. Eventually it was replaced 
entirely by Herod’s magni!cent edi!ce.

Construction of the second temple 
was started in 536 BC on the Solo-
monic foundations leveled a half-
century earlier by the Bab ylonians. 
People who remembered the ear-
lier temple wept at the comparison 
(Ezr 3:12). Not until 516 BC, the 6th 

(522–486), was the temple !nally 
completed at the urging of Haggai 
and Zechariah (Ezr 6:13–15).

ZERUBBABEL’S TEMPLE

520
-518

Zerubabbal					536	
Ezra		 			458	
Nehemiah		 			444

Three	Returns	From	Exile

486
-424


