IMPORTANT DATES FOR JEREMIAH

Years Events Reference
643 Probable date of Jeremiah's birth
640 Josiah becomes king of Judah at age 8 2 Chron. 34:1
628 Josiah begins his reforms 2 Chron. 34:3
627 Jeremiah begins his ministry Jer. 1:2; 25:3
626 Nabopolassar founds the Neo-Babylonian Empire
622 The book of the Law discovered in the temple 2 Chron. 34:8, 14
612 The fall of Nineveh, Assyria's capitol
609 Josiah killed in battle by Egyptians at Megiddo 2 Chron. 35:20-25
Jehoahaz reigns over Judah for 3 months 2 Chron. 36:1- 3
Jehoiakim made king of Judah by Pharaoh Neco 2 Chron. 36:4
605 Nebuchadnezzar defeats the Assyrians and the Egyptians at Carchemish Jer. 46:2
The first deportation of exiles (including Daniel) to Babylon Dan. 1:1-7
604 Jehoiakim burns Jeremiah's first scroll Jer. 36
601 Jehoiakim rebels against Babylon 2 Kings 24:1
598 Jehoiakim is deposed and dies 2 Chron. 36:3
Jehoiachin reigns over Judah for 3 months 2 Kings 24:8
597 The second deportation of exiles (including Jehoiachin) to Babylon 2 Kings 24:12- 16
Zedekiah made king of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar 2 Kings 24:17
593 Zedekiah summoned to Babylon Jer. 51:59
588 Zedekiah is besieged in Jerusalem for treachery Jer. 52:3-4
586 Fall of Jerusalem Jer. 39
Gedaliah appointed governor of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar Jer. 40:5-6
Gedaliah assassinated by Ishmael Jer. 41:2
Judean refugees flee to Egypt taking Jeremiah with them Jer. 42-43
581 The third deportation of exiles to Babylon Nebuchadnezzar invades Egypt Jer. 52:30
568 Nebuchadnezzar invades Egypt Jer. 43:8-13; 46:13-26
561 Jehoiachin released from prison in Babylon Jer. 52:31-34
539 Fall of Babylon to Cyrus the Persian Dan. 5:30-31
(considered by some scholars to be the same ruler as Darius the Mede)
538 Cyrus issues his decree allowing the Jews to return to Palestine Ezra 1:1-4




