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The Synoptic  
Gospels

The Gospel of John 
views the Life of jesus from 

Heaven to Earth 

Focus on jesus’ Ministry in the South 
(Travels between Galilee and Judea) 

Jesus presented as 
The Son of God 

The Gospel for the Maturing Church 

Jesus’ Teaches in Extended Discourses 
(Messages) 

Jesus’ Identity and Mission 
Highlighted 

Significant Reflection by the Writer 

Mentions Three Passovers 

92% of this Material is Unique to John 

The Synoptic Gospels 
view the Life of jesus from 

Earth to heaven 

Focus on jesus’ Ministry in the North 
(In galilee) 

Jesus presented as 
The Son of David and the Son of Man 

The Gospel for the Infant Church 

Jesus’ Teaches in Short Messages 
(Parables) 

Jesus’ Teaching and Actions 
Highlighted 

Very Little Reflection by the Writer 

Mentions One Passover 

8% of the Synoptics is found in John 
97% of Mark is in Matthew or Luke      

(94% of Mark is in Matthew; 79% is in Luke.)  
56% of Matthew is in Mark,  

 42% of Luke is found in Mark 
24% of Matthew and Luke is shared 
20% of Matthew is Unique to him 

35% of Luke is Unique to him

John’s 
Gospel
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