
The	author	recorded	the	continuing	cycles	of	the	nation's	sinful	idolatry,	domination	by	foreign	oppressors,		
and	deliverance	through	sovereignly	appointed	judges/warlords	in	order	to		demonstrate	Yahweh's	faithfulness		

to	His	covenant	promise	to	punish	Israel's	apostasy	(The	Israelites	look	like	the	Canaanites)	and	to	motivate	the	nation		
to	recognize	the	need	for	a	centralized	form	of	government	(monarchy)	in	anticipation	of	the	Messiah.

Ken Wilson 2023

Body:	
The	Downward	Spiral	of	the	12	Judges
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Double	
Conclusion

Judges	The	World	Turned	Upside-Down

“In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	Israel;		everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	eyes.”

Tragic	Storyline:	God’s	People	are	behaving	like	God’s	Enemies
3:6 3:7

6 Major Judges 12 Judges/ Warlords 
(A symbolic Representation of the Nation)

6 Minor Judges

SIN
OPPRESSION
CRYING	OUT
DELIVERANCE

REST
REPEAT

The	Narrative	with	YHWH	as	Hero	
Israel	in	Jabin’s	hand	(4:1-2)	
		Israel	cries	out	to	YHWH	(4:3)	
				Deborah:	“YHWH	will	deliver	Sisera	to	Barak”	(4:4-7)	
						Deborah:	“Sisera	will	fall	to	a	woman”	(4:8-9a)	
								Barak	pursues	Sisera	(4:9b-12)	
										Barak	goes	up:	Sisera	assembles	his	army	(4:13)	
						YHWH	HAS	GIVEN	SISERA	INTO	BARAK’S	HAND	(4:14a)	
										Barak	goes	down:	YHWH	routs	Sisera’s	army	(4:14b-15)	
								Barak	pursues	Sisera	(4:16)	
						Sisera	falls	to	Jael	(4:17-21)	
			Jael	delivers	Sisera	to	Barak	(4:22)	
		YHWH	delivers	the	Israelites	(4:23)	
Jabin	in	Israel’s	hand	(4:24)	

Deborah’s	Song	with	YHWH	as	Hero	
A	Song	of	Salvation	(5:1-3)	
			Salvation	Arrives:	YHWH	Delivers	(5:4-8)	
						The	Willing	Participants	-	Tribes	(5:9-15)	
									The	Cautious	Cowards	-	Tribes	(5:16-18)	
					THE	TRUE	HERO	-	YHWH	WINS	THE	BATTLE	(5:19-22)	
									A	Harsh	Indictment	(5:23)	
						A	Poetic	Portrayal	of	Participation:	Jael	(5:24-27)	
			Salvation	Does	Not	Arrive:	Sisera’s	Mother	(5:28-30)	
A	Reflection	on	Salvation	(5:31)


