
 

“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets  
at many times and in various ways…” 

Hebrews 1:1 

A Perspective on the Prophets 
1. The Prophetic Role: 

a. A Call from God 
b. A Spokesman for God 
c. An Outsider to the Community 

2. The Prophetic Message: (Palestinian Covenant: Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 30-32) 
a. Obedience Brings Blessing! 
b. Disobedience Brings Discipline! 
c. Repentance Brings Restoration! 

3. The Prophetic Task 
a. Critiquing the Culture – Leading to Grief 
b. Energizing the People – Leading to Hope 
c. Calling Forth Alternative Living – Leading to Faith 

Principles for Interpreting the Prophets 
1. The prophets are anchored to the Covenant Promises of God. 

a. Mosaic Covenant: Enforcers of the Law 
b. Palestinian Covenant: Reformation Preachers 
c. New Covenant: Hope for the Future 

2. The prophets are more like Preachers than predictors. 
3. The prophets focus on forth-telling more than foretelling. 
4. The prophets are very passionate and creative so expect imaginative language. 
5. The Prophets are calling for repentance about Ritualism, Idolatry, and Forsaking the Poor. 

An Approach to Make the Prophets Relevant 
1. Don’t focus on the future too fast. 
2. Keep the Palestinian Covenant in mind always. 
3. Highlight the call for repentance and its consequences. 
4. Understand the focus on the future as a motivation for revival.
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Testing the Prophets 
1. Test # 1 - Consistency with Torah (Deuteronomy 13) 

• Even if they perform miracles. 

2. Test # 2 - Prophecies come true (Deuteronomy 18) 

• Near fulfillments verifies future fulfillment. 

• Jesus predicted his resurrection to redeem. 

• We can trust his return to judge and rule. 

Principles for Interpreting Prophecy 
1. Prophecy is “revelation” of truth from God. 

2. Prophets are “seers” because they see it. 

3. Images must be understood from the original culture. 

4. The future is placed in present or past tense even though future. 

5. The certainty of their vision is assured. 

6. Past prophecies have been literally fulfilled. 

7. Future prophecies will be literally fulfilled. 

8. Near and far fulfillments are often not distinguished.   

9. Sequence and timing is not critical.   

10.Prophecy still requires faith. 



The Chronology of the Nonwriting Prophets

Premonarchial Prophets 
(4000 BCE - 1000 BCE)

Enoch 
(Genesis 5:22; Jude 14)

Abraham 
(Genesis 15:1; 20:7)

Moses 
(Deut. 34:10; Hos. 12:13)

Miriam 
(Exodus 15:20)

Seventy Elders 
(Numbers 11:24-25)

Eldad and medad 
(Numbers 11:26-30)

Moses Is the Prototype Prophet 
(Deut. 18:14-22; 34:10-12) 

Aaron Is an example of a Prophet 
(Exodus 7:1)

Monarchial Prophets 
(1000 BCE - 750 BCE)

Samuel 
(1 Samuel 3:1)

Gad 
(1 Samuel 22:5)

Nathan 
(2 Samuel 7:2)

Ahijah 
(1 Kings 11:29)

Asaph and Sons 
(1 Chronicles 25:1)

Iddo 
(2 Chronicles 9:29)

Samuel Is the Last Judge and First Prophet 
(1 Samuel 3:1) 

Elijah Is the Model of a Prophet 
(Luke 1:17)

Shemaiah 
(1 Kings 12:22)

Hananai and Jehu 
(2 Chr. 16:7, 1 Kings 16:1)

Elijah 
(1 kings 17-2 Kings 2)

Elisha 
(1 Kings 19-2 Kings 13 )

Micaiah 
(1 Kings 22:8)

Jehaziel and Eliezer 
(2 Chronicles 20:14,37)

Obed 
(2 Chronicles 28:9)

Huldah 
(2 Kings 22:14)

Moses and Elijah are present at the Transfiguration of Christ  
Witnesses to Christ being the fulfillment of the entire Old Testament Prophetic Ministry 

(Matthew 17:3; Mark 9:4; Luke 9:30)



 

The Chronology of the Writing Prophets

Pre-Exilic

Malachi 
(520)

Postexilic

ZECHARIAH 
(520-514)

HAGGAI 
(520)

Exilic

Daniel 
(605-537)

EZEKIEL 
(593-571)

To Israel:

OBADIAH 
(840)

AMOS 
(760)

JONAH 
(760)

HOSEA 
(755)

NAHUM 
(660)

To Judah:

JOEL 
(835)

ISAIAH 
(740)

MICAH 
(735)

ZEPHANIAH 
(630)

JEREMIAH 
(627)

HABAKKUK 
(607)

LAMENTATIONS 
(586)

Three prophets  
speak to Israel/Judah  

about other countries. 

Obadiah 
(Edom) 
Jonah 

(Nineveh/Assyria) 
Nahum 

(Nineveh/Assyria)



 

The Writing Prophets in Historical Context

AMOS 
(760)

Babylonian Dominance 
(612-539 BC)

Persian Dominance 
(539-336 BC)

King Jehu of Israel bowing to Shalmaneser of Assyria 
 circa 825 BC - Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser

Jonah 
(760)

Hosea 
(755)

Isaiah 
(740)

Micah 
(735)

Nahum 
660

The Lion of Babylon 
Circa 575 BC - Ishtar Gate built by Nebuchadnezzar II

Cylinder seal of Cyrus the Great 
Circa  539-530  BC - Cyrus Cylinder British Museum

Jeremiah 
(627)

Habakkuk  
(607)

Ezekiel  
(593-567)

Daniel 1-6 
(605-537)

Malachi 
(520)

ZECHARIAH 
(520-514)

HAGGAI 
(520)

DANIEL 7-12 
(605-537)

Zephaniah 
(630)

Egypt remained a Competing World Power During this time

Obadiah 
(848-841?)

Obadiah 
(586?)

Joel 
(835?)

Assyrian Dominance 
(745-612 BC)

Lamentations 
(586?)

Joel 
(?)
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