
The preacher (Qoheleth - ֶקֹהִלת) carefully choose wise words to describe his experiences and reflections on life,  
demonstrating the futility (הֶבֶל) of human endeavor in order to bring his readers to the conclusion that they should enjoy life,  

which is a gift from God, but above all else, they should remember that they must live life with the fear of the Lord,  
knowing that God will ultimately judge them for their actions.
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The Wisdom of Meaning Ecclesiastes 

Empiricism 
The Futility of Human Endeavor

Reflection 
The Limitations of Human Wisdom
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Key Word:  “Futility, Emptiness” ( ֶהבֶל) 
vapor, mist, frustrating, meaningless, illusive 

(The numerical value of הֶבֶל is 37)

Fleeting 
unsubstantial, illusive 

(111 verses = 3 x 37 in 1:1-6:9)

Mysterious 
enigmatic, perplexing 

(111 verses = 3 x 37 in 6:10-12:14)

T
he

m
e:

 T
he

 F
ut

ili
ty

 o
f A

ll 
H

um
an

 E
nd

ea
vo

r 
Ti

tle
: T

he
 W

or
ds

 o
f t

he
 “T

ea
ch

er
” (

Q
oh

el
et

h 
תֶ -
הִל
(קֹ

  
   

 1
:1

 
Th

em
e: 

A
ll 

H
um

an
 E

nd
ea

vo
r I

s E
m

pt
y 
ל)
הֶבֶ
). 

1:
2 

Su
m

m
ar

y: 
Su

pp
or

t f
ro

m
 N

at
ur

e 
1:
3-
11

 
•T

he
sis

: T
he

re
 is

 n
o 

pr
of

it 
in

 h
um

an
 p

ur
su

its
 (1

:3
). 

•P
ro

of
: T

he
 e

nd
le

ss
 c

yc
le

 o
f l

ife
 an

d 
na

tu
re

 (1
:4
-1
1)

 
-T

he
 e

nd
le

ss
 su

cc
es

sio
n 

of
 g

en
er

at
io

ns
  -

 (1
:4
) 

-T
he

 c
ea

se
le

ss
 ro

un
ds

 o
f n

at
ur

e 
- (
1:
5-
7)

 
-T

he
 re

pe
at

ed
 c

yc
le

 o
f e

ve
nt

s -
 (1

:8
-1
1)

F
in

al
 A

dv
ic

e:
 F

ea
r a

nd
 O

be
y 

G
od

  i
n 

L
ig

ht
 o

f J
ud

gm
en

t 
Th

em
e R

est
at

ed
: T

he
 F

ut
ili

ty
 o

f H
um

an
 E

nd
ea

vo
r 

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
12

:8
 

T
he

 W
or

ds
 o

f t
he

 “T
ea

ch
er

” (
Q

oh
el

et
h 
תֶ -
הִל
(קֹ

 ar
e 

w
ise

.  
   

   
   

   
   

   
   
12

:9
-1
0 

T
he

 W
or

ds
 o

f t
he

 “W
ise

” A
re

 V
al

ua
bl

e.
   

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
 1
2:
11
-1
2 

Fi
na

l C
on

clu
sio

n P
re

sen
ted

: F
ea

r G
od

 an
d 

O
be

y 
H

is 
C

om
m

an
ds

   
   

   
   

 1
2:
13
-1
4 

•
T

he
sis

: F
ea

r G
od

 an
d 

ob
ey

 H
is 

co
m

m
an

ds
. (
12

:1
3)

 
•

R
at

io
na

le
: G

od
 w

ill
 b

e 
th

e 
fin

al
 ju

dg
e 

of
 y

ou
r l

ife
. (
12

:1
4)

T
he

 L
im

it
at

io
n 

of
 H

um
an

 W
is

do
m

 P
re

se
nt

ed
 

Th
esi

s: 
Ev

er
yt

hi
ng

 Is
 Im

m
ut

ab
ly

 an
d 

In
sc

ru
ta

bl
y 

Fo
re

or
da

in
ed

   
   

   
   

  6
:1
0-
12

 
Pr

oo
f #
1:

 M
an

ki
nd

 W
ill

 N
ev

er
 U

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

e 
Pu

rp
os

es
 o

f G
od

   
   

  6
:1
1-
8:
17

 

•
M

an
 is

 u
na

w
ar

e 
of

 th
e 

sig
ni

fic
an

ce
 o

f a
dv

er
sit

y 
an

d 
pr

os
pe

rit
y 
(7

:1
-1
4)

 
•

M
an

 is
 u

na
w

ar
e 

of
 th

e 
ra

rit
y 

of
 ri

gh
te

ou
sn

es
s a

nd
 w

isd
om

 (7
:1
5-
29
) 

•
M

an
 is

 u
na

w
ar

e 
of

 th
e 

en
ig

m
a o

f d
iv

in
e 

re
tr

ib
ut

io
n 
(8

:1
-1
7)

 

Pr
oo

f #
2:

 M
an

ki
nd

 W
ill

 N
ev

er
 U

nd
er

st
an

d 
H

is 
O

w
n 

Fu
tu

re
   

   
   

   
   

   
9:
1-
11

:6
 

•
M

an
 d

oe
s n

ot
 k

no
w 

if 
he

 w
ill

 ex
pe

rie
nc

e a
dv

er
sit

y o
r p

ro
sp

er
ity

  (
9:
1-
10
) 

•
M

an
 d

oe
s n

ot
 k

no
w 

if 
hi

s w
isd

om
 w

ill
 b

e r
ew

ar
de

d 
in

 th
is 

lif
e  
(9

:1
1-
10

:1
1)

 
•

M
an

 d
oe

s n
ot

 k
no

w 
th

e f
ut

ur
e s

o 
he

 m
us

t b
e w

ise
 w

ith
 h

is 
wo

rd
s (
10

:1
2-
20
) 

•
M

an
 d

oe
s n

ot
 k

no
w 

th
e f

ut
ur

e s
o 

he
 sh

ou
ld

 w
or

k 
di

lig
en

tly
 (1
1:
1-
6)

 
•

M
an

 d
oe

s n
ot

 k
no

w 
th

e f
ut

ur
e s

o 
he

 sh
ou

ld
 en

jo
y l

ife
 (1
1:
7-
12

:7
) 

   
  -

 E
nj

oy
 li

fe
 b

ec
au

se
 d

ea
th

 is
 c

er
ta

in
. -

 (1
1:
7-
8)

 
   

  -
 E

nj
oy

 li
fe

 k
no

w
in

g 
G

od
 w

ill
 ju

dg
e.

 - 
(1
1:
9-
10
) 

   
  -

 L
iv

e 
re

sp
on

sib
ly

 b
ef

or
e 

ol
d 

ag
e 

an
d 

de
at

h 
co

m
e.

 - 
(1
2:
1-
7)

Ken Wilson 2023

12:7 12:8


