
The preacher (Qoheleth - ֶקֹהִלת) carefully choose wise words to describe his experiences and reflections on life, 

demonstrating the futility (הֶבֶל) of human endeavor in order to bring his readers to the conclusion that they should enjoy life, 


which is a gift from God, but above all else, they should remember that they must live life with the fear of the Lord, 

knowing that God will ultimately judge them for their actions.
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Empiricism

The Futility of Human Endeavor
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Key Word:  “Futility, Emptiness” ( ֶהבֶל)

vapor, mist, frustrating, meaningless, illusive


(The numerical value of הֶבֶל is 37)

Fleeting

unsubstantial, illusive


(111 verses = 3 x 37 in 1:1-6:9)

Mysterious

enigmatic, perplexing


(111 verses = 3 x 37 in 6:10-12:14)
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