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Prayer



C linton Arnold

I can’t think of anything that has had a 
bigger and more profound impact on my 
personal life than regular times of                      
reading, and reflecting, and  
praying through the Bible.



C linton Arnold

I can’t think of anything that has had a 
bigger and more profound impact on my 
personal life than regular times of  
                     reading, and reflecting, and  
                      praying through the Bible.



C linton Arnold

The Bible has reshaped me.  It works.   
It works in a way that  leads us into 
a life that is joyful with peace and 
                  into a life God is well   
                    pleased with.



Stephen Nichols

There is a lot of noise today and voices 
come at us all the time. Who knows what 
this new era of AI and deep fakes is going 
                 to be. We really need a place to  
                    stand that is a grounding, a  
                       secure foundation.



Stephen Nichols

God has revealed to us His word.  It is a 
gift to us.  We are entering into a time 
where that urgency is palpable.  Where  
                  would we be without God’s  
                     word in our lives?



2 Corinthians 
The Purity of Paul’s Mission



2 Corinthians Resources

“THE MESSAGE AND INTENT OF 2 CORINTHIANS" 
(George Guthrie) 

As described above, Paul's immediate relational network provides one framework for understanding the main 
message and ultimate intent of 2 Corinthians. In spite of the tensions in their relationship, the majority in the church at 
Corinth had responded well to the apostle's leadership-at least to a certain extent and in response specifically to the 
concerns in the painful letter of 2:3-7:8 (1:14; 2:6; 7:7). Now he wanted the church to move to complete obedience 
(10:6) and those who had yet to repent to do so (7:1; 12:20-21). He also wanted the church to follow through on their 
commitment to the collection for the saints in Jerusalem (chaps. 8-9) and to reject the so-called "ministry" of the 
interlopers. To these ends, Paul attempted to answer various charges leveled against him and, correspondingly, to 
commend his ministry to the Corinthians, drawing the church back into a healthy relationship with himself, his mission, 
and God. The book has been notorious for the circuitous development of its themes, prompting the many theories 
concerning patched-together fragments. Yet, from certain perspectives, there is a logic to its development. 

In the overview that follows, notice two primary dynamics, the “context” and the "core content" of the apostle's 
communication. First, the theme of "travel" provides one important structural framework for an analysis of the book's 
discourse. Travel in this sense is the "geographical context" of the conversation-which is not surprising since Paul was 
traveling when he wrote the book. Paul begins the letter's main body by explaining his travel decisions (1:15-2:11). 
The apostle brackets the great central section of the letter with the “absence” and then “presence" of Titus in Paul's 
move to Macedonia (2:12-13; 7:5-7). That central section, the book's theological heart (2:14–7:4), is launched with an 
image of God as leading the apostle and his fellow ministers in triumphal procession through the world as proclaimers 
of the gospel (2:14-16). As Paul addresses the Corinthians' commitment to the collection Titus is again present with 
them (8:16-24) in preparation for the coming of the absent apostle (9:3-5). Finally, chapters 10-13 are also bracketed 
by the twin themes of Paul's absence and presence (10:1, 11; 13:1-2, 10), for his confrontation of the false teachers 
constitutes a key point in preparation for his imminent return. 

If travel forms the context or framework of his communication, the content has to do largely with the network of 
Paul's immediate relationships described above, that is, with God, Paul's concern for the Corinthians, the authenticity 
of Paul's ministry (communicated in part by his suffering as he travels around), and how the Corinthians should 
respond in this ministry moment. Paul does not have a direct relationship with the interlopers, who are always in the 
background but do not become the main topic until chapters 10-13. Even then, he does not address them directly but 
addresses the Corinthians concerning the false teachers. Yet notice that Paul's commendation of his own ministry is 
woven throughout the book. At every point in this letter, we are presented with the apostle's appropriate boasting in 
the Lord, which often means his boasting in suffering. Notice also that Paul constantly appeals to the Corinthians, 
through various means exhorting them to return to a healthy relationship with their apostle. 

Following the letter opening, the apostle offers a benediction, praising God for encouragement and for God's 
work in the midst of suffering (1:3-7). The testimony of 1:8-11 offers a 
specific example of how God had redeemed suffering in the life of the 
apostle and his fellow ministers. The weakness of suffering in Asia, 
where Paul was confronted with his own limitations, manifested God's 
strength. Thus the prologue (1:3-11), with its emphasis on God's work 
through affliction, highlights a dominant theme for the book. Yet it also 
invites the Corinthians into the messy mix of Paul's ministry. Already 
Paul draws the wayward church close with his words, speaking of them 
as those who share in his sufferings (1:7) and offer prayer to God on his 
behalf (1:11). Thus the prologue begins with a positive focus on God, 
on God's work in and through affliction, and on the Corinthians' need to 
share in Paul’s mission. 

Yet this invitation to draw close brings to mind the jarring tension 
that has invaded the apostle's relationship with this church, and in the 
next movement the apostle confronts that tension head-on (1:12-2:11). 
Since concerns have been raised about his change in travel itinerary, 
Paul defends his recent decisions as being carried out with complete 

“2 CORINTHIANS: AN HISTORICAL FICTION” 
(George Guthrie) 

As he stepped onto the gravel of the Lechaeum road, heading south from the Asclepion back to 
the forum, Stephanas was still a bit rattled by the meeting, not used to such a confrontational discussion 
with such a powerful man. “Why in the world does Lucius want to meet at the Asclepion?" his wife, Alba, 
had wondered that morning as they had breakfast in the garden. From the slight rise on which their 
Craneum neighborhood sat, the view of Corinth spread out before them in all its vastness like a giant 
patchwork quilt draping the landscape, flowing down to the Lechaeum port. 

Stephanas loved this city. It was flourishing, and his business had flourished along with it. The wild 
mix of travelers, tourists, merchants from all of the world, ports crammed with exotic goods, new 
buildings going up as the great men tried to outdo each other, their wonderful, plentiful baths and 
springs, their enviable sewage system . ... Horace had written, "It is not the privilege of every man to visit 
Corinth.” But here Stephanas lived. He perhaps was not one of the elite, but as a successful merchant 
Stephanas felt great pride in this wealthy city of thousands. There were the desperately poor, of course, a 
number of them now associated with the church, but opportunities for the population generally were 
greater in Corinth than in most places. And since Paul had come with the gospel, Stephanas saw his 
place and his prosperity—his purpose in the world—in a very new light. 

Of course Stephanas knew why Lucius Domitius Felix had chosen the Asclepion. It was a lovely 
place, the complex dedicated to the healing god. Stephanas had attended weddings there from time to 
time. Out from the city center and near the northern wall, the temple grounds were beautifully groomed, 
comfortable, and quiet. But there was more. It was an obvious way of pushing back, not even a veiled 
attempt at pushing back. When Paul's letter had arrived last year, Lucius had heard it read and then read 
it himself. In that letter the apostle had answered many of the church's pressing questions, including the 
one about eating meat from a temple. So Lucius was quite aware of Paul's perspective. The Asclepion 
was a nice place to eat, of course, one of the nicest in the city. But the temple meat roasting in that 
temple was not the draw for Lucius. No. The Asclepion was a defiant retreat of sorts at which to talk 
about Lucius's ongoing "concerns" about Paul, concerns that had been building ever since the 
"undignified tentmaker," who "dirtied his hands with manual labor," had refused Lucius's patronage. 

So as he kicked gravel along the Lechaeum road, some 400 paces farther into the city's heart, he 
thought back through the day and how that difficult conversation had unfolded. That morning Stephanas 
had walked from home to the city center to conduct business 
before the meeting. Having passed Maximos’s tavern on his left, he 
entered the Forum from the southwest end. He had greeted 
Erastus briefly. The city treasurer, walking briskly past the area in 
front of Apollo's and Aphrodite's temples, was on his way to an 
office in the South Stoa, weaving through a crowd of shoppers, 
priests, tourists, and merchants heading in all directions. The 
Forum, almost 200 paces long and some 125 paces deep on the 
west end, was massive by anyone's estimation, a wide-open space 
of buzz and bustle. As he continued, Stephanas made a quick stop 
at a banker in one of the Forum's center shops, and then on to a 
jeweler to pick up a gift for his daughter Theodora, whose twelfth 
birthday was coming up on Kalends Octobris (Oct. 1). 

He had seen Achaicus and Chloe talking just across the 

1 Corinthians 

Summary

PAUL AND THE CORINTHIANS 
(Paul Barnett) 

Paul's Visits and Letters to Corinth 
Paul's relationships with the Corinthians span a seven-year period. In AD 50-52 he spent a year and a 

half in Corinth establishing the church. Some time in 55 or 56 he made a second visit (2 Cor. 13:2), what he 
calls a 'painful visit' (2:1), to deal with an emergency disciplinary problem in the church. In 56 or 57 he came 
to Corinth for the third time (13:1) and stayed for three months before taking his leave of them. 

 Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia in the north of Greece after his second visit to Corinth, to 
prepare the church for his third, final visit. Paul had decided to phase himself out of his ministry to the 
provinces surrounding the Aegean Sea (Asia, Macedonia, Achaia) and to establish a new work in Spain, at 
the western extremity of the Empire (Romans 15:23-29). This letter and Paul's proposed farewell visit, 
therefore, must be seen within the apostle's wider missionary plans. 

Differences in Style Between 1 and 2 Corinthians 
Of the churches founded by Paul, the Corinthian church proved to be the most demanding. Their 

problems, both among themselves and in their relations with him, caused him to write not only the two 
lengthy letters we have, but also two others which have not survived - one written before, the other after, 
our 1 Corinthians.  There are major differences of emotional tone between the two surviving letters of Paul 
to the Corinthians. The first indicates major problems of behavior (e.g. divisions, slack moral standards, 
lawsuits, unkindness to the poorer or less-gifted members) and of doctrine (e.g. doubts about the coming 
resurrection of believers). There is evidence that the believers questioned Paul's abilities and authority.  
Nevertheless the apostle writes objectively, confidently and with his emotions well controlled throughout. 

The second letter, however, is less well arranged than the first, and, moreover, reveals a range of 
emotional extremes in the author. On the one hand he is overjoyed and has confidence and pride in the 
Corinthians (7:4), while on the other, he is deeply hurt that they are withholding their affection from him 
(6:12) and that they have to 'put up' with him (11:1). Moreover, they have been ready to believe a whole 
range of criticisms against him - of being worldly and irresolute (1:17), of moral cowardice in writing instead 
of coming (1:23), of his lack of inner strength (4:16), of being demoralized and theologically deviant (4:2), of 
being an imposter (6:8), of being corrupt and exploitative (7:2), of not being a true minister of Christ (10:7), 
of being weak in speech when present and powerful only by letter, 
when absent (10:1, 10; 11:6, 21), of being a fool, even mad (11:1, 16, 
23), of breaching convention or of craftiness in declining their 
financial support (11:7; 12:13-16), and of lacking mystical and 
miraculous credentials of ministry (12:1, 11-12). Throughout this letter 
Paul is forced to defend his doctrines, his ministry and his character. 
He expresses sorrow that the Corinthians do not reciprocate the love 
he had for them (6:11-13) and that they do not acknowledge the 
genuineness of his apostleship and what, under God, has been 
achieved by him among them (3:1-3; 12:11-13). 

Nevertheless, despite the emotions he displays, the letter ends 
in a strong and confident way, evidence perhaps of Paul's God-given 
resilience. 

1 Corinthians 

Creative

THE IMPORTANCE OF 2 CORINTHIANS FOR CHRISTIAN BELIEF 
(Paul Barnett) 

Despite the structural unevenness of the letter and its emotional extremes, 2 Corinthians makes a 
magnificent and abiding contribution to our understanding of Christianity, in the following teachings. 

a. God has proved faithful in keeping his ancient promises by his recently inaugurated new covenant 
of Christ and the Spirit (1: 18-20; 3:3-6, 14-18). Moreover, God faithfully delivers and holds on to those who 
belong to Christ (1:3-11, 22; 4:7-9; 7:6). 

b. The new covenant, based as it is on the graciousness of God  (6:1), has now surpassed and 
replaced the old covenant (3:7-11). It powerfully meets man's needs at his points of greatest weakness - in 
his aging and death (4:16 - 5:10) and in his alienation from God due to sin (5:14-21). 

c. Christ is the pre-existent Son of God (1:19; 89), the image of God (4:4), the Lord (4:5), the judge of 
all (5:10), the sinless one who died as substitute and representative for all people, God reconciling the 
world to himself through him (5:14-21). 2 Corinthians contains Paul's most comprehensive statement about 
the death of Christ (5:14-21). 

d. Genuineness of New Testament ministry is not established by "letters of recommendation' or by a 
would-be minister's mystical or miraculous powers, but by his faithfulness in persuading and his 
effectiveness in converting people to the Christian faith (5:11-12; 3:2-3: 10-7). The very existence of the 
Corinthian congregation was Christ's living letter of recommendation of Paul's ministry (3:2-3). The pattern 
and measure of the minister's lifestyle is the sacrifice of Christ (4:10-15; 6:1-10; 11:21-33). Establishing true 
criteria for genuine Christian ministry is one of the major contributions of this letter. 

e. The 'word of God', the gospel, has a definable, limited content which neither ministers nor 
anybody else may add to or subtract from (4:2; 11:4). This gospel is exceedingly powerful in bringing 
rebellious humans under the rule of God (4:6; 10:4-5). 

f. Paul was, both in person and through his writings, the apostle of Christ to the Gentiles. The risen 
Lord gave Paul this 'authority' in his historic commissioning of him on the road to Damascus (10:8; 13:10), 
and it is still exercised to subsequent generations through his letters, which now form part of the canon of 
Scripture. This letter is very important because it is Paul's major defense of his apostleship to his detractors 
- both ancient and modern. In it Paul answers the perennial question why he should be regarded as having 
authority over churches and Christians. 

g. Christian giving and serving arise out of and are in response 
to the graciousness of God displayed towards and in us. Cheerful 
and generous giving, in al its forms, brings a harvest of great 
enrichment to the givers (chapters 8 - 9). 

It is significant that Paul's expression of these teachings in this 
letter was inspired by the personal crisis he underwent during his 
rebuttal suffered on his second visit to Corinth (2:1-4, 9), his 
desperate escape from Ephesus (1:8-11) and his deep anxiety for the 
Corinthians experienced at Troas and Macedonia (2:13; 7:5-6). It is no 
exaggeration to say that the coming of these 'apostles' to Corinth 
with their 'different gospel' and their 'other Jesus', accompanied as it 
was by a massive assault on the integrity of Paul, could easily have 
spelt the end of Pauline Christianity there. That it survived and 
continued is probably due, in no small part, to this powerful letter.

Paul and the 

Corinthians
Contribution 

of  

2 Corinthians



Scott Duvall

After Paul writes 1 Corinthians, his relationship with 
the church deteriorates significantly, thanks to some 
stubborn opponents. Paul probably made a short visit to 
Corinth from Ephesus (the “painful” visit of 2 Cor. 2:1) 
and followed up with another letter (the “tearful” 
letter of 2 Cor. 2:4; 7:8–9; 12:14; 13:1). This means 
2 Corinthians is actually Paul’s fourth letter  
written to this difficult church.



Scott Duvall

At the time of writing, some Corinthians who had previously questioned 
Paul’s apostleship appear to have repented and now support Paul (2:5, 
8-9; 5:12; 7:2-16). A minority within the church still question whether 
Paul is a legitimate apostle (perhaps addressed in chapters 10–13).  
In addition, there are some false apostles who have arrived in Corinth 
who must be countered (11:1-15). In a deeply personal and emotional 
letter, Paul defends his authority as a genuine apostle of Jesus  
Christ as well as his way of life and ministry. He is forced to  
defend himself because the gospel and the spiritual  
life of the Corinthians are at stake.
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Corinth
• It was an ancient city with a long history, strategic because 

of its location. 
• The current city is a few miles from the ancient location, 

making archaeological work quite accessible.  
• The Acrocorinth towered 1900 feet above the city with the 

Temple of Aphrodite (goddess of love) dominating it.  Cult 
prostitutes roamed the city. 

• The city was destroyed by the Romans when they 
conquered Greece in 146 BC.  Julius Caesar rebuilt the city 
as a Roman Colony in 46 BC.



Corinth
• It was at a crucial crossroads with ports to the east 

and west only two miles apart connecting the 
Saronic Gulf with the Corinthian Gulf. 

• The narrow isthmus on which it is located connects 
the Peloponnesus to the Greek mainland and 
connects the Ionian Sea with the Aegean Sea. 

• Corinth was famous as a center of commerce, 
idolatry, and pagan worship. 

• The Isthmian Games were held here every two years.



Corinth



Corinth



Chuck Swindol l

Corinth worshiped the Emperor, upheld 
Roman law, pulsated with international 
trade, hosted athletic games,  
beckoned pagan worshipers,  
and thrived on slavery.
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Corinthian Culture 
A city between the ports of 

Cencherea and Lechaion and only 
45 miles from Athens, Corinth was 
a hub for shipping, trade and  all 

sorts of entertainment.   
The Temple of Aphrodite  

(Love Goddess) was a central 
feature of Corinth and had, at one 

time, more than 1000 female 
prostitutes leading to the 

characterization of a prostitute as  
a  "Corinthian Woman.” 

The Isthmian Games, held every 
two years, were a huge attraction 
making the city an major athletic 

training center.

2 Corinthians: The Purity of Paul's Ministry 

Paul, who had already written to the Corinthian church three times and visited them twice to straighten out significant problems, 
wrote to the church defending his conduct as an Apostle and his financial accountability in order to defend his integrity and affirm his concern 

for them and warn them to take positive action against the false teachers who were attacking his authority and doctrine. 
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Ep
isto

lar
y P

res
cri

pt:
 Sa

lut
atio

n a
nd

 G
ree

tin
g

1:3-71:1-3

Paul's Ministry Generosity Paul's Authority

Pro
po

siti
o

Na
rra

tio

Exo
rdi

um

Pre
scr

ipt Probatio & Refutatio 
(Development and Defense)

1:8

Th
e N

atu
re 

of 
Tru

e A
po

stle
shi

p 
Co

nfid
enc

e &
 Co

mp
ete

nce
 as

 M
inis

ter
s o

f th
e N

ew
 Co

ven
ant

 (3
:1-

18
) 

Th
e C

on
ten

t o
f M

inis
try

: P
rea

chi
ng

 Je
sus

 Ch
rist

 as
 Lo

rd 
(4:

1-6
) 

En
du

ran
ce 

& H
op

e in
 th

e M
ids

t o
f M

inis
try

 Ha
rds

hip
 (4

:7-
5:1

0) 
Th

e M
oti

vat
ion

 & 
Me

ssa
ge 

for
 th

e M
inis

try
 of

 Re
con

cili
atio

n (
5:1

1-6
:10

) 
An

 Ap
pea

l fo
r R

eco
nci

liat
ion

 wi
th 

Pau
l &

 Se
par

atio
n f

rom
 Si

nn
ers

 (6
:11

-7:
4) 

Tit
us 

& a
 Le

tte
r: C

om
for

t a
nd

 G
od

ly S
orr

ow
 in

 G
od

's P
lan

 (7
:5-

16
)

2:14-17 3:1

Ge
ner

osi
ty 

En
cou

rag
ed 

by 
Exa

mp
les

 
Th

e E
xam

ple
 of

 th
e M

ace
do

nia
ns 

(8:
1-6

) 
 Th

e C
hal

len
ge 

to 
the

 Co
rin

thi
ans

 (8
:7)

 
Th

e E
xam

ple
 of

 Ch
rist

 (8
:8-

9) 

Ge
ner

osi
ty 

En
cou

rag
ed 

by 
Pra

ctic
al A

dvi
ce 

Fin
ish

 Yo
ur 

Ple
dg

e (
8:1

0-1
2) 

• P
urs

ue 
Eq

ual
ity 

in 
Giv

ing
 (8

:13
-15

) 
Th

e M
inis

try
 of

 Ti
tus

 wi
ll H

elp
 Yo

u F
inis

h Y
ou

r P
led

ge 
 (8

:16
-9:

5 

Ge
ner

osi
ty 

En
cou

rag
ed 

by 
the

 Re
wa

rds
 of

 G
ivin

g 
 So

win
g &

 Re
api

ng
  (9

:6-
11

) •
 Pr

ais
ing

 G
od

 (9
:12

-15
)

Ma
in 

ide
a: 

"W
e S

pea
k b

efo
re 

Go
d w

ith
 Si

nce
rity

!”

8:1 9:15 10:1

AD 51-52

AD 56

Paul and  
the Corinthians 

1. Paul started the church at Corinth 
on his Second Missionary Journey 
beginning in the Synagogue and 
then moving to a house next door 
(Acts 18:1-22). 

2.Paul wrote a letter to the church, 
which we do not have, addressing, 
at least, the issue of sexually 
immoral people (5:9). 

3. Paul writes 1 Corinthians to 
correct the church and answer 
questions but gets no response / 
repentance. 

4.Paul visits the church (2 Cor. 1:15; 
2:1) with no response. 

5. Paul writes another letter we do 
not have (2 Cor. 2:4).  They 
respond positively to this letter. 

6.Paul writes 2 Corinthians to 
address criticism of his apostleship 
and reaffirm his concern for them.
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Five different times  
the Jewish leaders  
gave me thirty-nine  
lashes. (11:24)

But we have this treasure 
in jars of clay to show 
that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and 
not from us. (4:7)



What is the Message? 
Paul, who had already written to the Corinthian church three 

times and visited them twice to straighten out significant problems, 
wrote to the church defending his conduct as an Apostle and his 

financial accountability in order to defend his integrity and affirm 
his concern for them and warn them to take positive action against 
the false teachers who were attacking his authority and doctrine. 



Dan Wallace

In contrast with the self-interest of the false apostles 
is the self-effacement of Paul. As he both answers his 
critics and affirms his own apostleship, we see God’s 
glory shine through Paul’s sufferings. If there is in fact 
a theme verse it is 12:9: “My grace is sufficient for  
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”



Rhetorical Criticism
Thesis: The Epistles Are Sermons to Be Read in Public

Structure: The Shape of Ancient Rhetoric 

•Exordium: Establishing Connection - Salutation                

•Narratio: Background information  - Thanksgiving          

•Popositio: Main Idea - Theme [Main Idea]                           

•Probatio:  Proof establishing main idea - Body               

•Peroration: Summary and Application - Exhortation



Establishing Connection
 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For 
just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also 

our comfort abounds through Christ. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-7



Establishing Connection
If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if 
we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in 
you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And 
our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you 
share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.

2 Corinthians 1:3-7



Historical Situation
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, 

about the troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We 
were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, 

so that we despaired of life itself. 
(God used it but this is why I could not Visit You.)

2 Corinthians 1:8



Theme of Sincerity
 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God 

for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak 
before God with sincerity (ἐξ εἰλικρινείας),  

as those sent from God.

2 Corinthians 2:17



With Sincerity, Out of Pure Motives 
(ἐξ εἰλικρινείας)

 This words speaks of pure motives and sincerity of heart and 
character. Literally it means “judged by Sunlight” and implies that 

when motives are examined they can stand up to the test.   
Like pottery, hold it up to the light and you will find no cracks. 
Like water, Hold it up to the sunlight and you will see it is pure.



New Covenant Ministry
Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 

engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 
Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses 

because of its glory, transitory though it was, will not the 
ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 

2 Corinthians 3:7-11



New Covenant Ministry
If the ministry that brought condemnation was 

glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that 
brings righteousness! For what was glorious has no 
glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory.

2 Corinthians 3:7-11



New Covenant Ministry
And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes 

from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18



Ministry Treasure in Terra Cotta Pots 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay  
to show that this all-surpassing power  

is from God and not from us.

2 Corinthians 4:7



In Hope of Eternal Glory to Come
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 

day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for 
us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is 

seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:16-17



The Motivation and message of Ministry
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 

convinced that one died for all, and therefore all 
died. And he died for all, that those who live should 
no longer live for themselves but for him who died 

for them and was raised again.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15



The Sorrowful Letter
Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one, we 

have corrupted no one, we have exploited no one. 
Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. 

Though I did regret it-I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a 
little while- yet now I am happy, not because you were made 

sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance.

2 Corinthians 7:2, 8-9



Principles of Giving
 Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all 

that you need, you will abound in every good work.

2 Corinthians 9:7-8



Principles of Giving
● Giving is a personal decision emerging from your passion for 

God (or things). 
● The amount of your giving is ultimately a spiritual matter of 

your heart, not a financial matter of your budget.  
● Giving should be a response to your own gifts from God not 

the needs of the church. 
● Givers who share their primary resources from a right 

response delight God in a special way. 
● What else could you do?



Paul’s Ministry Style and Authority
By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you-I, 

Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with you, but “bold” 
toward you when away! I beg you that when I come I may not 
have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who 
think that we live by the standards of this world. For though 
we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.

2 Corinthians 10:1-3



Corinthian Slogans/Quotes
While there is significant debate about how 

often Paul quotes the Corinthians  
(often sarcastically) it is likely the Paul is 
quoting them in this passage as well as in 
1 Corinthians 6:12, 13, 18; 7:1, 8:1, 4, and 10:23.



Super Apostles?
For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the 
Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the 

Spirit you received, or a different gospel from the one you 
accepted, you put up with it easily enough. 

 I do not think I am in the least inferior to those “super-apostles.”

2 Corinthians 11:4-5



False Apostles!
For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder,  
for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  

It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade 
as servants of righteousness.  

Their end will be what their actions deserve.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15



Care for the Churches
I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in 

danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from 
Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; 
and in danger from false believers. I have labored and toiled and have 

often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have 
often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything 

else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.

2 Corinthians 11:26-28



Sufficient Grace For Humble Service
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited,  
I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan,  

to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take 
it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
2 Corinthians 12:7-9



Examine Yourself
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in 
the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize 
that Christ Jesus is in you-unless, of course, 
you fail the test?  And I trust that you will 
discover that we have not failed the test.

2 Corinthians 13:5-6



Where Does This Fit? 
• 2 Corinthians is Paul’s fifth communication with this troubled congregation after 

he planted the church and ministered in Corinth for a year and a half (Acts 18). 
• The book is full of personal detail and pastoral concern as Paul is defending his 

ministry from attacks after he has been stern with the church in a letter (7:8-9). 
• The book continues to repair their relationship which is now moving in the right 

direction.



What Should We Believe? 
• Ministry is not about privilege but about service. 

• Living with generosity and integrity is critical to successful ministry. 

• Embrace The Paradox of the Cross—Suffering Leads to Glory 
(4-7) seen in the Example of Jesus (4:1-5:10) and Paul (5:11-7:16).



How should we behave? 
•Serve well. Love others. Make sacrifices.  

Suffer with dignity. 
•Be a joyfully generous giver.



Next Steps
•Offer the comfort you have received from the Lord to someone else. 
•Live with humility and integrity recognizing that “we have this 

treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us.” (1 Corinthians 4:7) 
•We are all broken and struggling. Pray with someone today or this 

week about a personal need.



Prayer



And when the centurion, who stood there in front 
of Jesus, saw how he died, he said,  

“Surely this man was the Son of God!” 
Mark 15:39

 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many! 

Mark 10:45






