
The intentionally anonymous author (likely Jeremiah), writing after the fall of Jerusalem at the hands of the Babylonians (586 B.C.) 

carefully crafted five poems about judgment and destruction which had come on Jerusalem (a symbol for the entire nation) because of a neglect of the 

covenant, along with confessions of sin and cries for help from the Lord while acknowledging the Lord’s faithfulness 

in order prompt the nation to fully grieve over their sin and the resulting judgment and to encourage the people to remember 


that God remains faithful to His word and that, therefore; they should turn back to Him as the covenant community.
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Lamentations The Triumph of Faith
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No Pity



[pity, holding back - חמָָל]
The Lord is Angry

(Communal)

No Fear


[fear, awesome respect - תִּירָא]

The Lord is Faithful

(Personal)

No Help


[help, deliverance - עֶזרְָ]

The Lord will Judge

(Communal)

No Joy


[joy, jubilation - מְשׂוֹשׂ]

The Lord has Forgotten

(Communal)
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Acrostic

An alphabetical 

arrangement using 

the 22 letters of 


the Hebrew Alphabet 

to aid memory /and or


communicate 
completeness

Lament

An agonized expression 

of grief and Sorrow 
which often leads to 

a deepened sense of 

repentance and trust
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אֲנִי הַגּבֶרֶ
אוֹתִי נהַָג
אְַ בִּי

בִּלּהָ בְשׂרִָי
בָּנהָ עָלַי

בּמְחֲַשׁכִַּים


